











BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 5, 2001 - Kihei Community and Aquatic Center Main Hall

self-insurance cover? Uh. . .in the Department of Management. . .it seems that |
may be misunderstanding, but it appears that this is just additional staff for the
Mayor’'s Office under a different name. It sounds like it does what department
heads should be doing.

. . . On the capital improvement budget, there is an $8,000. . .pardon me, an
$800,000 general obligation bond allocated for the extension of a recycled
waterline in South Kihei Road. It has ten users.

. .. Who are they? And why are the taxpayers paying for this line? It's $80,000
a user. . .plus interest. Just. . .recycled water sell for less?

. . There should be a requirement that any new high-rise development
contribute--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MS. SCHAEFER: --to the. . .contribute to the cost of a ladder truck for the Wailea
station. I'm sorry, | did talk this afternoon and try and get a lot of these questions
answered. And | think it's important if. . .the Chair would indulge me and allow
me another minute or two.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Go ahead.

MS. SCHAEFER: Um.. .oh, and what a way to start. . .after you do . . .(laughter). . .
extend a kindness. . .the Office of Council Services . . .(laughter). . . 2000 actual
expenditure for operations was forth, $422,138. The 201 appropriation was
1,403,626--a whopping $981,000 increase. Now for 202, the request is for
1.5 million, or $142,000 increase. That's $1,124,468 in two years. I'm really
interested in what's going on here.

. Department of Parks and Recreation, the program objectives. . .this
Department includes “promote health”. Each Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
an average of 80 people attend a water aerobics class at the Kihei community
pool. This is the largest class on the island.

MS. KOLLER: Four minutes.

MS. SCHAEFER: By the way, the Parks Department indicates that 15,282 people
participated in water aerobics classes last year. For a year, it was taught by a
certified aerobics instructor who also was a lifeguard. After a knee injury forced
her to retire, the class has been taught by noncertified volunteers. I'm very
grateful for their service. Believe me, that the department should have funded a
certified teacher for aerobics. Fire district, | support the expansion of the new
Wailea fire station. | hope that an additional ambulance can be based there.
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The police station, you've heard lots and lots of testimony. They do an
outstanding job under some really difficult conditions. | hope, and | was very
heartened to hear you all ask questions of Lieutenant Fontaine about what he
needs additionally. Since fines for parking violations go to the State with no
reimbursement to the County for cost, would it be more financially responsible to
discontinue this? Has a cost-revenue study on this ever been done?

MS. KOLLER: Five minutes.

MS. SCHAEFER: So.. .I've just got two more lines .. .(laughter). .. So...7,626
parking tissue. . .tickets were issued in Lahaina alone. And no reimbursement
for cost to the County for that. All that money goes to the State. Finally, a word
about the actual printed budget and the Mayor's new math. The budget should
provide details as to what income is generated. It is virtually impossible to do a
proper analysis of the budget without revenues broken down. Also, as a
stockholder in this public corporation, | shouldn’'t have to pay $30 to get a copy of
the budget.

. . . The Mayor’s budget message tells us that because $4 million was generated
by increased assessed valuation, he is proposing a $2 million reduction in tax
rates. We appreciate that. Net 2 million to the County coffers. He also says that
a. . .the $4 million increase in the PUC tax case--

MS. KOLLER: Six minutes.

MS. SCHAEFER: --windfall will have a 2 million allocated for traffic mitigation
measures. Right on. The way | see it, that is $8 million to the County, and $2
million to the people who pay the bills. . .the taxpayers. | hope you will
reconsider this formula when it comes time to set the tax rate. Thank you for
indulging me with the extra time.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Madge.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). ..

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Jack Arnold?

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Arnold approached the mic.

MR. ARNOLD: ... Good evening, Council Members.

. .. My name is Jack Arnold, I'm a member of the Maui RC Modelers Club.

... | came here 18 years ago and joined that club. We’'ve been flying out at the
Puunene airstrip ever since. Never illegally, but always tolerated.
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. . . About 15 years ago | presented the Council. . .Members a plan. . .that
encompassed using that site for the County fair and for all the motor. . .motor

act. . .activities. I'm glad to see it's coming to pass--l hope . . .(laughter). . . I'd
like to thank you very much for including a line item in your budget for the site.
Thank you.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Jack.

... Steve Weiser? . . .(end of tape, start 2B). . .

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Weiser approached the podium.

MR. WEISER: ... Good evening, everyone. Thanks for letting us talk. My name is
Steve. I've been coming to Maui for 30 years. | grew up in New York City, |
visited Miami Beach, San Francisco. . .LA. | wanna talk very briefly about

handball. . .courts. But before | get to that, | wanna complement you
all--whoever built this pools. . .and really wonderful addition to Maui, and | see
that your forward thinking. . .I'm kinda horrified how fast everything is growing,
but that's part of it. As far as the roads that, go, | really think that instead of just
widening, widening the Piilani Highway, | really think you need to build another
one right next to it. Think into the future. You know, just widening it, taking the
bikepath away or anything is not gonna cut it. And same thing with the Mokulele
Highway. It really ought to be two of ‘em. . .with the trees in the middle--make it
a divided highway. Which brings me to this handball thing. | talked to the guys
over at the airport, the old airport today. Because | have been coming here, |
always practice at the old three-wall courts. Now they've rented the three,
the. . .that whole area to Parsons, and they're not letting us play handbali there
any more. Now every major city in the country has handball courts in every
neighborhood because they know that this is good for youth--keeps the
aggressive kids out of trouble, gives them something to do. I'm suggesting that
we build some handball courts. . .here on Maui. . .public courts. . .for the kids and
also because it wouldn't take very much to attract national tournaments. You
have one-wall handball, three-wall, and four-wall.

... If kids see. . .that they can. . .play this sport, that will lower the crime rate.
... It gives kids something to do. So my suggestion, one suggestion is like

where the pool is over in Kahului, there’s a pool on. . .it's between Kamehameha
and Kaahumanu on . ..
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. right next to Puunene Road. Well, there’'s a site where the old Salvation
Army. . .building was, it's just a floor. That would be ideal for a couple of public
courts.

. . . And I'm just wondering if there’s any way that we can get back the use of
those three-wall courts over there on the south of that airstrip. Because these
guys weren't thinking of, of...anybody. When they rented that, they didn’t
realize that people are actually using those courts. So | come in there to use ‘em
and they kick me off. | just had surgery and | wanna rehab a little bit of, all you
need is a cement wall to throw the ball against. So what I'm suggesting is
that. . .we have some courts. . .four-wall, three-wall, and one-wall, and think in
terms of attracting a national tournament. The weather here is wonderful. And
the last thing | wanna say is that when | was talking to these guys today, they
were talking about putting a traffic light on the Mokulele Highway. Um. . .it looks
like it's gonna be a disaster if they do that.

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MR. WEISER: Okay. Um. . .I'm just saying | hate to be in this position, but I'm actually
advocating an overpass there. ‘Cause as long as you're coming north. . .as
you're going towards Kahului, it's fine. You can go just right in. But if you try to
turn south. . .and, and then turn over there, it's terrible. So I'm in the position of
advocating the first overpass. And I’'m wondering if there’s any way we can have
a real good handball facility there for the kids and for the possibility of attracting
national tournaments. . .and for myself. I've been coming here for 30 years, all of
a sudden | can't play handball anymore. So that's the thing. | think we need
more--think in terms of two Piilani Highways, two Mokulele Highways . . .

CHAIR HOKAMA: Stay by the mic there.

MR. WEISER: Okay. Two, you know, double what we’'ve got now instead of just
widening it a little bit, think in terms of the future--double those two roads.
And. . .some real good, like in New York City, those handball courts keep kids
out of trouble. A few courts, chinning bars, dipping bars gives ‘em something to
do in the evening. You--

MS. KOLLER: Four minutes.

MR. WEISER: You can have, you pay for your own lights, you put in a quarter, the light
comes on. That type of thing. With Maui growing as fast as it is, | think, | hope
you can consider these suggestions of mine. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Steve.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Claire Cappelle?
NOTE: Pause.

MS. CAPPELLE: ... Good evening. My name is Claire Cappelle with the Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary. I'd like to thank you all for
listening to us tonight. Appreciate it--you being here on a evening. Um. . .| did
present written testimony, so I'll just briefly--three things I'd like to, again, support
Community Work Day, they're a wonderful program here. They have been
especially kind and generous to the Sanctuary in the renovation of our entire
property there. Then secondly, I'd like to also support the Mayor’s offer of putting
a million dollars towards preservation of coastal land and open spaces. | must
say that | am a Board Member on the Maui Coastal Land Trust, so | have my
own. . .what would you say, interest. . .in, in supporting, putting that plug in. And
then, lastly, | would like to support in the discretionary funds for the Mayor, the
cultural interest here in the island of Maui. | know there is talk there for fishponds
of Molokai, but there also are fishponds here on Maui that could use some of the
money in the Mayor's budget as seed money to begin funding--specifically the
Ko'ie‘ie Loko i‘a which graces the Sanctuary property. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .

NOTE: Very long silence.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Frank Blackwell.

NOTE: Very long pause while Mr. Blackwell approached the mic.

MR. BLACKWELL: ... It would seem that | know a few of you. . .since | was with the
Maui . . .(laughter). . . Visitors Bureau. . . and you weren't always smiling. . .as |
remember it. Uh, I'm here representing the Maui Symphony Orchestra. With all
these fine presentations that are made tonight, 1. . .| feel like a. . .a mouse that
roared. Uh. ..

. when you are a nonprofit thing like we are--that is the Maui Symphony
Orchestra--it is, it is a question simply of survival. It is. . .we cannot, with the box
office function that we have. . .support bringing the fine musicians that we’ve put
together. And we've improved a lot. | was the, I've been them now ten years,
ever since | retired from the Maui Visitors Bureau. And it's been a rewarding
experience because | think we're bringing the kind of music, perhaps, that | have
an affection for and | know a lot of people that do. But we just cannot seem to
make it with the cost factors we have of paying these musicians--which they
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deserve everything they can get. So we appeal to you as the. . .as the. . .as the
County element that can help us. And if. . .and when you consider that we have
put $28 million-plus into one of the finest. . .theaters, perhaps, in the country.
Tony Bennett said as far as he was concerned, it was the best acoustics he had
seen anywhere in all the travels he’s made. We've right to be proud of that. But
you also have, really, kind of an obligation to have a resident symphony
orchestra attached to that kind of an operation. | submit that we're. . .the request
you have from us is modest compared to all these other wonderful things you're
trying to do. So | submit that give us consideration this year, even. . .even
though we've had not too much help in the past. Thank you very much.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Frank.
. . . Dave Mackwell.
NOTE: Pause while Mr. Mackwell approached the mic.
MR. MACKWELL: .. .| have a handout for you all.

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Mackwell’s handout was distributed to the Council Members.

MR. MACKWELL: ... I. . .I'm sorry that Irene left, but | thought of a problem-solving for
George. She could. . .track, track down those speeders on the pali and get their
license numbers for him ...(laughter)... because she.. .the drag racer

.. .(laughter). . . My name is Dave Mackwell, and I'm. . .the . ..

. . . with the KCA, and I'm on the Board, and I'm the Chairman of the. . .Ocean
Concerns Committee, I'm also the Chairman of the Mayor's Task Force on
Seaweed in South Maui. Uh. . .| think most of you are familiar with the problem
that we've had over the many years in the. . .along the Waipuilani Beach
Park. . .which starts at the VFW and goes up to my. . .the problem area goes up
to the Kalepolepo pond. . .pond where seaweed accumulates and rots on the
beach and has been a growing problem. The current cleanup process is not
adequate. The machinery being used is. . .plows a lot of sand, it doesn't get, do
a complete job of picking the seaweed up. And it's stockpiled. . .against the
berm, it's created a lot of problems. Uh. . .| think that we've come upon a, a
process and a, and a piece of equipment that will do a much better job. Uh. . .,
the Mayor has put this into his budget and | hope that the Council will also
support that. | believe that the. . .uh.. .money will be repaid to the County
many-fold from the improvement in the valuation of the properties in that area.
Right now, it's a blight on the, on the area. If you'll read one of the attachments
that | have in there, Maui Revealed had slammed the area, uh. . .incorrectly said
that there was sewage. . .discharge into the ocean there and. . .but many people
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believed that because of the odors that come from that area. | think
Alan Arakawa has had some experience from many years ago in that specific
issue. But just, just the cost of, of the lost revenue from. . .from guest staying in
the condominiums in that area. . .Maui Sunset documented one year they had
$25,000 worth of people had checked out. So we're losing . . .

. uh. . .rooms tax, we'’re losing . . .

... uh. . .property tax valuations that mean lower assessments. . .for the County.
And. . .so | really don’t think it's a, although it requires some funding to do it
properly. . .it'll, it'll be paid back many-fold to the County. And also the park is
very. . .much underutilized because of the. . .poor quality of the beach. Most
people don’t even wanna walk on it most times because even though it, the
seaweed’s clean, the process leaves it looking like a construction site. It doesn’t
look like a natural beach. So it's pretty un, unappealing. We. . .we have about
three-quarters of a mile of beachfront there and there's a lot of people in the
neighborhood that | think would enjoy the park a lot more if it were, if it were. . .if
the beach were better kept. And so, | hope that you will . . .

. . . endorse the Mayor’s. . .funding for this activity. Uh. . .I'd also like to give a
plug for the Maui Coastal Land Trust. . .the Mayor's budget item of a million
dollars, to support that. | think it's a very worthwhile thing. | get one more little
piece of property that | think should be considered for purchase. There’s a, a
vacant lot at the north-end of this beach--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MR. MACKWELL: There's a vacant lot at the north-end of this beach reserve. We

could have bought one of those lots last year for a million dollars. Now you'll
have to pay $2 million, but. . .how are people gonna get to park, to use that
three-quarters of a mile of beach in the future when it's gonna, when we clean it
up and have it be attractive.

... It's a, it's a problem already. So. . .thank you very much.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Dave.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). ..

CHAIR HOKAMA: Dave, can you hold on, please? Mr. Arakawa?

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah, sorry.

NOTE:

Long silence.
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: . .. That machine you've got parked over at Luana
Kai, if we buy a bigger version of that--

MR. MACKWELL: Yes...

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --what, what would you expect the life expectancy on
that machine is?

MR. MACKWELL: Well. . that depends a lot on maintenance. Um. . | would probably,
with capital equipment. . .| would say ten years. But it may be longer. It may be
less--depending on how well, how well it's maintained. The gentleman who's
doing the beach cleaning right now is a. . .does a very good job of maintaining
his equipment, which. . .he pays for. And. ..if we have Joe continue or find
another person, maintenance of that equipment will be very important. It
uses. . .the one, the equipment that I'm interested in. . .most likely is available to
us because of cost and. . .many other factors. It uses all standard components
that can be purchased. . from. . .if there’s hydraulic motors, they're standard: if
there’s belts or gears, it's all stuff that can be. . .can be . . .

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: For, for that machine to be active, you know,
currently . . .

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah. ..

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: . . . you're just.. .pretty much stacking all that
seaweed . ..

MR. MACKWELL: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: ... and trying to dry it. With the two lots that are
being developed, is there a way to get in to remove that seaweed from that area?

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah, we've taken that into consideration. The County. . .was not
utilizing the. . .right-of-way that they, they have at the north-end of the park there.
But they're going, they're gonna have to redo that right-of-way to get access to
the beach--not just for the vehicles, but also for the public to walk onto the beach.
‘Cause the, the. . .person who's developing that lot has exercised his. . .property
rights and has blocked off what was used before for people to walk up to the
beach. But--

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: But, but there is a right-of-way--
MR. MACKWELL: Thereis a right-of-way--

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --that's wide enough for a vehicle.
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MR. MACKWELL: --yes. And that, it, not, you can't recognize it now, but it will
be--when we get this, when and if we get this beach cleaning plan in, yes. |
haven’t gone into details about the plan, there’s quite a bit in there. It would take
a long time. If anybody wants to talk to me about it separately, I'd be glad to
make myself available.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay. No, I, fjust. ..

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: . . . been looking at those two lots that are--

MR. MACKWELL: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --being developed. And I've seen the—

MR. MACKWELL: Only one of ‘ems being developed now. The other one’s for sale.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Oh, okay, I'll--

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah. . .(laughter). . .

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --I'll stand corrected. It, they--

MR. MACKWELL: No, | just--

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --both been cleared a lot.

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: But. . I, I, I've--

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --been noticing that the right-of-way that was used
prior--

MR. MACKWELL: Right.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --was blocked off.

MR. MACKWELL: Right.
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: And that's why | was wondering if there’s gonna be a
way to get vehicles to that area--

MR. MACKWELL: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --in order to remove a lot--

MR. MACKWELL: On the other--

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --of the seaweed.

MR. MACKWELL: --side of the stream, on the north side of the stream.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Oh, okay. Thank you.

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah. That has to be developed.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Dave.

.. . Patrick Ryan.

NOTE: Long pause while Mr. Ryan approached the mic.

MR. RYAN: ... Good evening and thank you for coming to South Maui. My name is
Patrick Ryan, and tonight | represent Fishpond ‘Ohana Restoration Maui.
Fishpond ‘Ohana is a 901(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to the repair,
restoration of Ko‘ie‘ie Loko i‘a, a three-acre cultural-significant site in South Maui.
Tonight, | and all the folks working on this cultural site rest. . .restoration wish to
recommend Item 903442, . .the $250,000 for cultural restoration in the Mayor's
budget. Many of the groups are here tonight--Uncle Bully, Claire Cappelle, and
the volunteers from the Whale National Marine Sanctuary. There are too many
cultural-significant ancient Hawaiian sites in need of restoration. . .to preserve the
recognition of the ancient Hawaiian’s accomplishment. It is very encouraging to
see such a budget item to support rest, restoration. It's very appropriate for the
support to be a matching. . .grant basis. . -help for those folks that are dedicated
to the cultural sites of Maui. | feel strongly this budget item. . .for cultural
restoration is a correct thing to do for Maui. Thank you for your attention and
interest. And please check out our web site. Appreciate it.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Patrick.
MR. RYAN: Thank you for the fishponds.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Patrick, could you hold on, please? Mr. Molina?
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Hi, Patrick.

MR. RYAN: Great.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Where's the exact location of this fishpond site?

MR. RYAN: I'm glad you asked. No, it, it's right there just north of what David
mentioned. It's on the south by Menehune Shores, on the north by the
County. . .beach. Kalepolepo park has a beach within the pond, and the Whale
and Natural Marine Sanctuary facility are all right there. North Kihei, 726 South
Kihei Road to about 760 South Kihei Road.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Yeah, thank--
MR. RYAN: Three acres.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Three acres. Thank you.
MR. RYAN: Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Patrick. Gene Zarro?
NOTE: Very long pause while Mr. Zarro approached the mic.

MR. ZARRO: ... Aloha, everybody. Thank you for staying late tonight and listening to
us. A couple quick things. Um. . .| think the County should start thinking about
putting a building in South Maui to provide County services. . .something similar
to what you're gonna be doing at the Maui Mall. | don’t think everyone in South
Maui needs to travel to Central Maui to get a lot of things done. That could be
something we should look at--especially while there are many of these land
parcels available now, you don’t have to build the building now, but you may
wanna grab the land parcel now. They only go up. Uh. . .what | really wanna
talk about today, though, are the nonprofits. For the last couple years, we've
been asked to do with less. And we've all been able to do it. Some have
actually fallen by the wayside because of it. | would like to speak for all the
nonprofits and ask you to try and fund them to the extent that they've requested
this year because many of ‘em need to provide the services that they do provide.
And they've been doing it with less and they have. . .ambitious goals and they, |
think they deserve if the County has the money, to try and fund those nonprofits.
I'd like to speak to you about Kihei Youth Center, quickly. It's a dynamic
organization. I'm.. .one of the directors of that. . .organization, during the strike
we are committed to being open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for any and all. . .youth of
our community that fit within our. . .insurance perspective--which is about 8 to 17.
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And. . .so we have committed to do that on a paid staff and volunteer staff basis.
We have the Youth Vision Conference coming up--April 18" 19", and 20". That
is an incredible thing that is going on. This year we opened up a partnership with
Lokelani Intermediate, Anger Management Classes, working with their
counselor--something that is obviously very needed all across the country, but
we're doing it here on Maui. We had a boat donated to us. We're partnering with
the Boy Scouts, opening up a Sea Scout program here in Kihei. That is
happening now. And.. .the children that use that boat will all be certified
lifeguards or certified water safety so there are the insurance issues that are
taken care of. And there is more and more and more. And we just hope that you
will come and visit us at the Kihei Youth Center and see what we're doing. We
have a web site: www.kiheiyouthcenter.org. You can find a lot of that info on
there. We’re planning for the Taste of South Maui already, number six. We've
opened up a savings account, which we hope to turn into an endowment account
this year, and we are gonna keep going. So just please. . .keep us going along
with all the other nonprofits. Thank you very much for all your hard work. Aloha.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Gene.

.. . Bully Kapahulehua.

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Kapahulehua approached the mic.

MR. KAPAHULEHUA: . . . Hello, Counciimen. . -and thank you for being out here so
late. We appreciate you coming to South Maui and listening all the needs we
have. First I'd like to speak in behalf of. . -supporting all the essential. . .that we
need for South Maui. First, supporting Lieutenant George Fontaine in his
request. | ask you to seriously look at that. And | support what Bill Overton
speaks in behalf of Wailea, about the armed robbery. That's the first time that we
have had an incident in Maui. . .| mean, not in Maui but in South Maui where
Someone goes up to a jewelry shop and arm robs it and leaves in a rental jeep
and gets away with everything. It's a serious situation, so we ask that you
support the, the essential services that we need. The ambulance people came
before you tonight. | support that. We desperately ask you to support the parks
and recreation on their request on. . .on their support for the water safety officers.
You know, you do know that there is. . .the north, east, west, and south
swell. . .when the south swell comes our. . .calls immediately goes high. It takes
our Fire Department. | ask you support that. They would get out and answer a
major, major of all the calls. ..if the police can’t be there, they. . .Fire
Department’s gonna be there. If not them, it's the ambulance. So | ask that you
support the essential service part of our request from South Maui. | ask
you. . .respect our Kihei Community Association. Our Board, our President was
here. They made some demands tonight. . .and. . .and not “demands”, but
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request to support. Please. . .they take numerous, numerous volunteer time for
us in South Maui to go out and, and come up with some of this request that we
have before you. So please take heed to that. Uh. . .I ask that you support all
the youth programs that we have, that you've continued to support in South Maui
from basketball to baseball to. . -soccer, to tennis. You have been. . .in uprising
with us with the. . .joint partnership with the Rotary in getting our. . .Boards and
Blades going. . .in the skate ring we have. So we've very fortunate to have had
you support these programs. And we, we ask you to continue to be back of the
program. The. ..

- - . one of our. . .ways of fighting our drug problem in our community is making
such strenuous sport activities available. We have, we have all that going for us
and we need to continue that--including the water sports. We, we. . .we have
some national, not “national”, but State championship people that we performed
this year from our Kihei Aquatic swimming pool. So we, we, we know that we
have some great competitors there. One of the big request was a, a gymnasium.
Recently, in the past year. . .we dont have enough. . .basketball court, so we
have to take and share our gymnasium in Central Maui during--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MR. KAPAHULEHUA: --during the weekends. You know, be, if. . .give me one more
minute. Um. . .| personally come before you to represent. . .I'm the President of
.. .(inaudible). . . Na Loko i‘a to support our fishpond association in joint venture
with the other islands--Molokai and Lanai. I'm a Board Member of the Maui
Coastal Land Trust. We ask you to support that, come before you on the
Mayor’s line budget on the cultural. . .250,000. So thank you very much for being
here tonight. Mahalo.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Bully.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .

CHAIR HOKAMA: Eva Van Loon.

NOTE: Very long pause while Ms. Van Loon approached the mic.

MS. VAN LOON: . .. Aloha, I'm here to support a line item request for the Maui
Symphony Orchestra. I'm an alfto. . .with the Maui Symphony Orchestra. And |
briefly thought | should sing this, but. . .it's too cold . . .(laughter). . .

ALL: .. .(laughter). . .

MS. VAN LOON: . . . Needless to say the Maui Symphony Orchestra is the
. - .(inaudible). . . of the Maui. . .Symphony Chorus. We can’t do anything unless
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we have them. | don't know if you heard earlier this eve, this evening, but we
have about 70 members. . .in the spring time. And that's really amazing. And |
really hope you attended our Christmas concert. It was sell out. So. . .you might
not have been able to get a ticket. But it was great. | wanna tell you just very
briefly how important this is to me personally. . .because | know that I'm
not. . .unique in the importance that the Maui Symphony Chorus and Orchestra
present in my life. My family is very small. It consists of my mother, who's 83
and lives on the mainland; and my daughter who's 14.

. . . My mother and my stepdad came to visit in October. And the biggest thrill of
their visit. . .was. . .for my mother to come with meto...

. . . rehearsal one night on Monday and sit there for the entire three hours while
Celia Canty beat us up. Uh. . .and she does very well. She’s a great director.
And now back at, on the mainland, although she couldn’t attend the concert, she
thinks of me every Monday. . -having joy, singing with the Maui Symphony
Chorus. And that, it's great. It keeps me going. | feel | connect, that connection
across the water. As for my daughter, she got the last ticket for the Christmas
concert. And | didn’'t even know she wanted to come, but somebody told me she
actually would like to go and see it. So | got her a ticket. And, you know, usually
she listens to the kind of teenage music, you know what | call yap and yammer
music. . .yeah. . .I love you.

.. . | hate that stuff. Anyway. . .but she came and she listened to this classical
concert and to Jim Nabors. And. . .I'm happy to report that she’s doing a lot of
listening to Sara Brightman now, which is great improvement.

AUDIENCE: .. .(laughter). . .

MS. VAN LOON: So.. .currently we're doing Beethoven--and Beethoven, as you may
know, was no easy dude. . .either 200 years ago or even now. It's challenging
and an impressive work. And | hope you all attend on April 28". Um. . .one thing
that concerns me is that | wasn't really sure that we could actually do this. And
basically the reason for that, as | understand, was funding. And it would be really
nice if we had certainty. You know, we pay a certain fee to be part of the Maui
Symphony Chorus. And we're happy to do so. We're self. . .we're. . | guess
self-sustaining, the Chorus. But the Orchestra really needs to be funded. And if
it's funded, then we’re sure that we can go on singing all year, and we’'d really
like to do that. The community as a whole in Hawaii has grown, what, 20
percent? And it's no news to anybody, Kihei, where, which is where | live. . .in
north Kihei, thank God for the traffic so | can get to rehearsal reasonably on
time. . .uh. . .but Kihei has grown over 50 percent and it draws members and
audience from this. . .from this, from this community. But at this size--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
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MS. VAN LOON: --we need to offer a full range of cultural offerings. So what | wanna
say is...what do | wanna say, what do | wanna sing? Um. . .come to
concerts. . .they’re uplifting!

AUDIENCE: .. .(laughter and applause). . .

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Eva. Daryl Davis?

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Davis approached the mic.

MR. DAVIS: . .. Thank you very much. [I'm Daryl Davis, Board of Directors, Kihei
Community Association. Appreciate all the fine work of you public servants,
ladies and gentlemen. And it's been a long-term service for many of you. And |
hope you're in office for good. | come to speak on one specific issue. I'm on the
Committee of Youth Concerns for the Kihei Community Association, and | come
to speak on behalf of a gym. And there’s a. . .specific story that comes behind us
getting a gym. And. . .| wanted to start off with a little bit of history. And the part
of the history is that. . .some of the greatest athletes in the world were born right
here on this mountain, Haleakala, that we're on the slopes of. In 1890,
Duke Kahanamoku was born here on Haleakala. In 1898, Ikua Purdy, the
foreman for the Ulupalakua Ranch won the world roping championships in
Cheyenne, Wyoming. And we have some other great athletes recently.
Uh.. Ty Gilroy who paddled with Kihei Canoe Club was a Golden Gloves
Champion for the State. The reason | target these two areas. . .the kids who are
playing soccer and. . .the kids who are playing tennis, are not the same kids that
are into boxing, riding bulls, and the tough stuff. But they’re the kids who need
us just as much, if not more. . .than all the other kids that are doing the more
gentle sports. And. . .for a couple reasons, we really need the gym for these
kids. We have some outstanding boxing coaches here in Kihei. One of ‘ems
Bang Bang. | was over at his gym this evening. Another one is N ,
who's the meat cutter down at Foodland. And | was able to watch at N 'S
gym. And he has coached many Golden Gloves champions in the State of
Hawaii. | was able to watch at N 's gym a French girl named Christine,
who was 120-pound kickboxer from France, before she challenged the World
Champion. She trained with N , and she won the World Championship.
We have tremendous coaches here, tremendous talent. We've got tremendous
kids. And we need a gym for them to reach their full potential. | think that this
area, this mountain, this island Maui. . .has the potential to have some world
champions besides. . .the gold medal Olympic champions, Duke Kahanamoku.
He started it off real well, and | think we're gonna have some more. | did wanna
add that we also would be able to use it, we wanted to use this building, but the
ceiling isn't quite high enough for volleyball. And the volleyball teams are
expanding. And we all know we've got the finest girls volleyball teams in the
nation. And we hope to feed into those programs. And that's a sport that would
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benefit greatly from the gym--not just boxing, but it would help with martial arts,
wrestling, and some of the other touch sports. And | wanted to thank you very
much for creating this center and also the swimming pool. And. . .| hope to see
the gym occur soon. And | think we may be able to do it in a partnership just like
the Arts and Culture Center. As an example, Mr. Erdman, Pardy Erdman from
the Ulupalakua Ranch--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MR. DAVIS: --very generously. . .I'll shorten it. . .contributed a gym to. . .to Seabury
Hall. Thank you, again, for all your efforts. And | hope you're able to help us on
this. Thank you.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Daryl. Mr. Bob Nichols?
NOTE: Pause while Mr. Nichols reapproached the mic.

MR. NICHOLS: ... I wanna commend Bob Carroll for being the only sensible one here
to come with a cushion. The rest of you have been sitting, during all week and |
imagine the posteriors have had it. South Maui is listed as the fastest growing
community in our County. And our Park employees serve the largest number of
visitors. . .and residents. West Maui is close behind. Yet, while South Maui
receives no tax support in its current budget for capital improvements, and West
Maui is limited to $160,000, it appears that the real growth community and the
community that serves the most people in the eyes of the budget-makers is
Central Maui, to the tune of $1,490,000. To the budget-makers, South Maui
parks do not need playground equipment, showers, restrooms, upgrading, and
beachfront parking lots. So | suggest they check our web site. The proposed
South Maui operating budget. . .has been reduced for the coming year--including,
of all things, a major reduction in water and electric costs which if, if anybody as
a homeowners knows is not a matter of fact. Last year, a fulltime person for
irrigation was approved for South Maui. The person has yet to arrive.
Meanwhile, we're paying the cost in lost plant materials, lawns, and significant
damage to our beachfront areas. We need an experienced maintenance person
and assistant just to keep up with the needs of our buildings. You read in the
newspaper and you heard tonight about the problems that we're faced due to the
trained life. . .guards, not having enough. | wanna bring up a major, a
major. . .dollar item. Most insurance companies or legal counsels require a park
department to have daily or weekly safety and health inspections of all its
facilities with a written record. These records are given to the park maintenance
staff who must show what has been done to correct the problem and when.
Usually such records are kept for about five years. In the future, somebody’s
gonna fall in a hole next to a picnic table. . .or hit his head on it. . .because of a
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vine or a root in a beach pathway. Somebody may loose an eye due to an
improperly trimmed tree or bush. What will happen? The County’s defense
counsel will ask for park records showing how long this problem existed. . .and
what was done about it. The park department must say we saved the County
thou, hundreds of dollars by not having safety inspections. And the Council
advise that it just cost the County hundreds of thousand dollars. . .if not millions
in damages. A first class park department needs a first class budget. We have a
way to go with . . .(inaudible). . . budget. Now, I'm gonna tread where Barney
didn’'t tread. | had a senior citizen call me and say. . .what are doing with my
taxes? You know, I, I'm not involved with it, but she figured I. . .knew somebody
in the Council--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MR. NICHOLS: --so I'd know the answer. And she says my taxes are gonna go up
next year.

.. - And | said, she said the Mayor told me it was gonna go down 2 or 3 percent.
So [ looked at her thing, what she was talking about. She got her assessment.
Her assessment went up 30 percent. . .and the Council is gonna give her a rate
decrease of 3 percent, and her taxes are gonna go up significantly. Now in
South Maui, people’s assessments have gone up as much as 30 percent. So
that 2 or 3 percent. . .isn't gonna show. . .in South Maui. We're gonna get a
major increase in taxes. . .out. . .of actual dollars. The numbers sound good, but
when you say we're gonna have a 3 percent tax. . .reduction, it's not a tax
reduction; it's a tax rate. . .reduction. And when you add that your assessment,
the figure is not 3 percent. Thank you for your patience, and especially you've
been here all, all week listening to people like me and. - .We appreciate your
effort. And. . .staff and all the others. And | hope your posteriors can make it
home tonight. And . . .

CHAIR HOKAMA: . . .(laughter). . .
MR. NICHOLS: .. .(laughter). . .
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Bob. I would like to ask if there’s anyone else that would
like to present testimony this evening to step forward at this time.

.. .END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .
CHAIR HOKAMA: . . . If not, on behalf of the Committee. . .we thank you--
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .
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CHAIR HOKAMA: --for your attendance here this evening.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .

CHAIR HOKAMA: And this meeting is adjourned . . .(gavel). . .

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (AA, RC, GH, DK, PK, MM, WN, CT)
ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

ADJOURN: 9:09 p.m.

APPROVED:

WW

G. RIK{HOKAMA, Chair
Budget and Finance Committee

bf:min:010405:cs Transcribed by: Camille Sakamoto
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